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Welcome to “The Cross”. Additional information regarding Rowlett church is available at www.rowlettchurch.com
The Pastor’s Place
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Praful Martin

Pastor, Rowlett Church

1 Corinthian 13:1 “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”

If:  is a conditional term conveying an action and how I respond to it. Whenever we see any boundaries, barriers, we always find some kind of conditions. If is a relational term, and this is how dictionary defines "if" is a relationship between thought that indicates a response, whether the situation occurs and/or situation exists.  Paul, an eloquent writer and orator, says it well that “if I possess the knowledge of all human language and only few can master the art of knowing all the languages. And if I possess an ability to understand all the language of angels which reveals mysteries and no one knows the communications skills of angles. As we know, to learn a language requires time and effort. It requires dedication, discipline, and determination. Love is a language that supersedes all the languages and I must speak to create a sound that changes things instead of some noise.” Paul is saying that love is the key to live and impacts the world.  There are no conditions or boundaries in the language of love.  It all depends on me and how I communicate.

The Rythum Section
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Tom Hardin Music Director 

Traditional or Contemporary

As a Christian growing up in almost any denomination you remember singing the   hymns in church each Sunday.  Well, times have changed, and new styles have gained popularity. Some churches in an effort to please their congregations have embraced    having two services one being traditional and the other contemporary. I believe that it is almost impossible to please all the people all of the time in this area of worship. You will always have someone wanting only contemporary music and others wanting traditional. I believe that a mixture of both styles allow the Holy Spirit to move among the people in the congregation and touch them individually. You’re thinking, but I don’t like that particular song.  God teaches us tolerance and patience and sometimes we get the desires of our heart and sometimes we are tested to learn a lesson from those desires. There are compromises we have considered, consisting of new contemporary arrangements being applied to the older hymns. I find this a refreshing way to introduce the lyrics of an older hymn to a contemporary listener. Last of all, the songs selected for worship should coincide with the theme of the message being given that Sunday regardless of the styles. See you Sunday. 

Contact - Youth 
Popularity

What is being popular?
Is it having the coolest clothes?
Is it driving the coolest car?
Is it being the smartest in class?

So many people think this is the definition of popularity.


But I believe they are wrong.
Being popular is dressing how you want to dress,


Driving the car you want to drive and getting the best grades you can.


Cool starts with having a good heart.
That’s what the definition of being popular should be.

Kendra Rasco

Camden High School
Women
If You Feel As Tho
If you feel as tho there’s nothing left 
and all your hope is gone, 
just remember you still have A Friend 
that you can always count on.

If you feel as tho you’re all alone 
and noone else is there 
to listen to your troubles- 
just try whispering a prayer.

If you feel as tho you’ve taken 
all you possibly can stand, 
just know that He’s there waiting 
for you to reach up and take His hand.

If you feel as tho your heart’s breaking, 
that your life is falling apart, 
and you don’t know where to turn, 
just turn to Him, He’ll heal your heart.

If you feel as tho your life’s over, 
that things in no way could get worse, 
and you feel like giving up, please don’t. 
Just try talking to Him first.

by Tanya Staggs

WHAT MATTERS?
“Just Breathe”
By Tina Mathewson
I received a phone, while at Wal-Mart, on May 29, 2010 that would change what was left of the rest of my life.  My Sister, Gay, was found dead in a park in Allen, Texas.  (Gay is only one year younger than me.)  I was told that she had been dead for five days before her body was discovered.  I could not believe what I was hearing.  “How can this be?”  “No, no, I won’t believe it!”  “This sort of thing doesn’t happen to us!”  I said this as though our family had a special arrangement with God and how dare anyone disrupt this agreement.  My Sister, Gay & I might as well have been twins.  Even though I have two other Sisters & two other Brothers, Gay and I were very close and shared life experiences that most siblings do not ever share.  

At first, I was angry that God had let this tragedy happen, then I was angry at the phantom who was the last person to see Gay alive and who possibly took her life.  Then, I was angry that I did not spend more time with Gay when I saw her just two weeks earlier.  I then started to blame my parents because Gay and I did not have the loving, encouraging childhood that we desired.  There had been physical abuse in our family, and my parents were the last ones to speak to Gay prior to her death.  When she called them, she was crying and asking a lot of “whys.” Of course, my parents claimed that they did not know why she felt unloved & worthless and had grown up to be addicted to alcohol for the past 20 years.  They claimed that they did not know why she was on a first-named basis with several rehab centers and half-way houses. 
I visited Gay a couple of weeks prior to her death, she was crying uncontrollably because she could not stop her addiction to alcohol.  She wanted to stop drinking, but she was not strong enough.  She was hurting so badly that I felt it in the pit of my soul.  I told Gay to breathe and we prayed together.  I also told Gay how beautiful she was on the inside & outside and that she was very important to me and to God.  I told her how I loved her more than a heart could love another heart and if anything happened to her, I would not be able to breathe, much less, go on living.  

After my Gay’s death, I felt lost and that I could no longer live, not even for my own daughter, who was planning a Spring Wedding.  My Pastor has helped me sort through the fog I was living in and to deal with my feelings.  

After several days of God allowing me to rant and rave, I boldly yelled, “God, why did you take my Sister?”  Luckily, I was not struck by fire or lightening right there on the spot.  Instead, God loving answered, “I did not take her…I rescued her.”  

Needless to say, that statement proved that God knew how much I was hurting, After that, I felt more peace than I had felt in a long time.  I stopped focusing on the condition of Gay’s earthly body, withering in a park for five days, and started focusing on her spirit which was free and safe with God who loved her so much that…He rescued her. 

After two months of Gay’s death, the hurting is still unbelievable and I still live in disbelief that she is gone.  However, I know that Gay had given her life to Jesus shortly before she died and that she is with Him.  I also know that Gay is at peace and that satan no longer has power over her; therefore, I heal a little each day and …just breathe. 
If you would like to submit a story or ask a question for the next section of “WHAT MATTERS?” in our next newsletter, please send an email Tina, with “Rowlett Church” in the subject line, at tsrowlett@hotmail.com
REMEMBER!
DON’T FORGET SERVICE ON SUNDAY MORNING AT 10:30 AM

POTLUCK LUNCH SUNDAY,

AUGUST 15, 2010
SEMINARS COMING IN 2010

FINANCIAL PEACE

ANGER SEMINAR
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